Jamie Oliver has a vision. A vision that instead of feeding our children and ourselves with pre-packaged, salt filled, e filled food, we shall eat simple, wholesome food. He wants it to be fun and cool. It is a vision that has led him to make the programmes he has, and to use his time in the way he does.

46 years ago Martin Luther King –spoke, at the Lincoln Memorial, Washington D.C.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal."
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their character. 
I have a dream today!

It was a dream rooted both in the American dream and in the bible’s vision of humanity. On that day he went on to say...
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; "and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together."2

That vision transformed a nation. Many people see the election of Barack Obama as a fulfilment of that dream

At the other end of the scale I heard someone on the radio talking of a local restaurant that barely lasted a month. A young couple had a vision of persuading many people in their neighbourhood to eat Turkish food. A vision that did not meet with reality.

We have begun a process this weekend to find a vision for this church.  A vision that is rooted in God. If it is to bear fruit our vision of God himself will need to grow. 










     

· A vision of his Majesty and his glory that leads us to give him more authority in our lives.

· A vision of him as Saviour that helps us to be more honest about our                                                   shortcomings and more confident that we are forgiven





· A vision of the Spirit that gives us confidence to stand up for Jesus 

If it is to bear fruit we ourselves, and especially those involved in any kind of leadership will need to change. It’s exciting, it’s scary, and it’s full of hope.

How do we get this vision?

Where do we get this vision? Do we get it from the church leader? From some kind of voting process?

How can we distinguish between God’s vision and our individual or collective wishes? 

How do we avoid being either living in the past or being so 21st century that we go along with the assumptions of the media and people around us?

Well let’s think about how Joshua did it. He led the people into the Promised Land. Part of that vision came from the scriptures. He knew that God had promised the land to Abraham. He had renewed that promise on several occasions and especially to Moses. So the bible gave him ‘the what to do.’ 

Then it was his openness to God that gave him the details of the timing. 

He still had the question of how to take each city. Sometimes God led them in an unusual way – Jericho. Sometimes they fought battles. 

So his vision came from

· The Bible

· An openness to God

· Getting on with the job
Need to recognise that all of us have a preference among these 3. Some prefer the bible, some prefer openness to God, and some prefer just to get on with things. For Joshua all 3 were important. So that it why today we are going to look at a key passage in Acts. It’s why yesterday we had a day of prayer and will have a week of prayer in November.

Let’s look at a church that had been radically stirred by the Holy Spirit in Acts 2: 42 – 47.

Readings Phil and Lynn.

This is a picture of a Spirit filled church in Jerusalem, on the Day of Pentecost.

Luke notes a number of characteristics

· A learning church v42

· A church which enjoys deep fellowship v44

· A church which cares for others v45

· A church which worships together v 46, 47a

· A church which shares it’s faith v 47b

And that is what we are going to look at over the next 5 weeks. The bible providing us with a framework in each of these areas. Then we need to pray, be open to God to find out how in each area we are to live out the vision today.

Vision – a learning church

Perhaps surprisingly, Luke first focuses on instruction. They had just been filled with the Spirit. God was doing signs and wonders among them. Yet began with Instruction.

They didn’t imagine that because they had the Spirit, they didn’t need the Apostles instruction. Indeed Jesus often called him the ‘Spirit of Truth’ John 14:16 

The whole church recognised that this brand new Christian church needed to know the teaching of Jesus. The Gospels. 

And later on all that Paul and Peter and the other NT writers wrote down for their learning 2 Timothy 3: 15 –16 

the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
The reason why the Anglican Church is in conflict at this moment is because Episcopalians in NA don’t have that biblical framework. They believe sincerely that they are led by the Spirit. But they don’t want to be under the authority of scripture. Indeed a bishop has said The church wrote the bible. So today’s church can rewrite the bible. 

Perhaps we’re not so strong as that. But too often we ignore the bible. Only 25 % of churchgoers read the bible 3 times a week outside of services and small groups.

During week of prayer lots of you wrote down thoughts that you felt God had given you.

· Get excited by the bible, it’s amazing.

· Focus on my Word. Don’t let the sound lead you or stop you.

· If we have an opportunity to do something don’t let it pass. ‘Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says’ James 1;22

So what was the attitude of the early church? v42. Look at it please. Devoted.

How can we be devoted? 

Invited some people to share how they read the bible

Barbara Batty, Martin Eggleton, 

But then as it says in that quote from James we do need to do something about what we read. Mark Twain ‘It’s not the bits of the bible I don’t understand that I have problems with. It’s those bits of the bible that I do understand’ He was being honest about the way the teachings of Jesus challenge our values and our attitudes. And our call to trust in God, rather than allow anxieties to rule us. If our reading of the bible doesn’t change us we can become like Pharisees.

But our reading of the bible also needs to shape as a community. 

What’s important for us.


How we spend our time



What we talk about on PCC and in cell groups.





Even what we pray for.

Conclusion

Over the next few weeks we need to seek from God a vision that will galvanise us into action. 

· A vision not based on duty, but on love

· A vision that is rooted in scripture and is relevant to 21st century society

· A vision that inspires all of us, young and old, men and women

For that we need to recommit out lives to God

         and be open to change inside us.

