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Introduction

I grew up in a family where there was a lot of unresolved conflict.

Jesus taught me to FORGIVE.

I was at University in the 60’s: ‘Swinging 60’s’,  ‘free love’ in full play.

As a young Christian the Bible gave me the wisdom and the strength to avoid that snare and to scrape through.

When I was training to be a Vicar the Bible pointed me to the Holy Spirit – ‘the one who would open the eyes of my heart.’

When I got married the Bible encouraged me to love my wife and cherish her. 

I needed that encouragement as I come from a family where 3 of my 4 Grandparents, my Dad and most of my cousins are divorced.

Later the Bible taught me a lot about JUSTICE, God’s care for the poor, not just in UK but also around the world.

The Bible has shaped me:


It has shaped my family


Daily Bible reading over 40 years has kept my faith alive


Nourished my soul


GUIDED me through the big issues of my lifetime: Abortion; Euthanasia; Sex; Global Warming

NO WONDER I’M PASSIONATE about E100!

Bible is not just a book.


Creator God REVEALING Himself to us


God, Father, Son & Holy Spirit communicating with us


God speaking to us with words of love: ‘I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed them.’ Hosea 11: 4

1. THE WONDER OF CREATION

· This week the opening chapters of Genesis

· What a wonderful picture of creation!

· A creation not shaped by chance




by the blind impersonal force of gravity

but by an amazing God who delights to make a beautiful world

· And it paints us, not  as temporary masters of the universe, following the dinosaurs, and to be succeeded by others, but




created in the image of God





made for a relationship with God






and with a responsibility to care for God’s world.

2. A BROKEN WORLD

· I don’t need to tell you how messy our world is; everyday we have it splashed across the headlines


War


Greed – that has led to the worst recession for 80 years


Broken families

Men who prey sexually on children and women


Our lack of care for the hungry & homeless  


And indeed for creation


And see Genesis 3: Adam/Eve/God


Genesis 4: 1st murder – worse than that, brother murdering his brother


Genesis 5: wickedness ... and on to the flood


Genesis 11: the Tower of Babel

· Have you ever stopped to think:


WHY IS OUR WORLD LIKE THAT?

Dawkins and many others would say that’s just how the world is.  ‘The Selfish Gene’.

Very fatalistic.  It makes me cynical.

· The Bible says the problem is sin


and we see that in almost every chapter of readings for this week:


Genesis 3: Adam/Eve/God


Genesis 4: 1st murder


Genesis 5: wickedness ... and on to the flood


Genesis 11: destructive ambition

Sin is not a popular word


Possibly because we in the church have used it to condemn people

ACTUALLY it is a word that gives me hope.  WHY?

· if the world is as it is, NOTHING can be done about it

· but if it’s us who’ve messed up God’s perfect world, then there is the possibility of redemption

3.         HINTS OF HOPE

a)  Genesis 3:15b) – He will crush the serpent




a hint of ultimate victory over evil, fulfilled in Jesus

b)  Story of the Flood: Chapters 6-8


Wonderful picture of the grace of God saving the human race – 



A picture taken up by Peter (1 Peter 3: 20-21)

c)  Story of the Tower of Babel


Ultimately God is in control and will limit the destructive power of evil.

HINTS of Hope grow as we read through Old Testament and especially New Testament



Tiny shoots if you look with care

CONCLUSION: 

Let’s embrace this challenge.  Let’s encourage one another.  Let’s engage with the Bible, as we’ve never done before.

