Revelation 10 and 11

Introduction

As we come to Revelation 10 & 11 today, we are reaching a climax:

10: 6  No more delay.

11:18 ‘The time has come for judging the dead’.

We will look first at Chapter 10.

1.  THE ANGEL

· Vision of a mighty angel:

· So huge that stands with one leg on the land and another on the sea: v.2

· With a mighty message from the One who created the heavens, the earth and the sea and all in them.

· The mystery of God will be accomplished

What a powerful picture!


This is important stuff – 



Let’s look and listen.

[image: image1.wmf]
2.  THE SCROLL

· John told in v8 to take the scroll.

· All these verses are very similar to Ezekiel: 2:9-3:11.


Scroll = message Ezekiel had to deliver from God to the people of Israel.


Scroll = message of God that we are to take to others.

· It lies open in his hand = available.

· Took the scroll.  TAKE IT AND EAT IT.

· What does that mean?

· Eat – when we eat something it becomes part of our very being.  

It’s energy for living.      

It becomes part of our body.

· Eating the message of God is much more than being moved by the stories we read, or even by what Christ has done for us.

It’s much more that knowing the truths of Scripture.

It’s about the message of God becoming part of our very being.  It was said of John Bunyan that if you cut him, his blood would flow with the Scriptures

It’s about: 
The way we spend our money

The way we use our time

The interest we show in others

   


Demonstrating the message of God.

· SWEET as HONEY, but then turned sour.


The Gospel is both joyous and liberating


And leads us in a way that is costly, selfless and involves suffering.


Take up our cross; be willing to be unpopular.

Song: From the Breaking of the Dawn.
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3.  THE 2 WITNESSES

As we move to Ch 11, key people are the 2 witnesses.

So who are they?

Verse 4

Two olive trees takes us back to Zechariah 4:14.

The 2 anointed ones were Zerubbabel, the anointed King and Joshua, the anointed High Priest.

So did it mean at the end of the 1st Century, to look for a Christian King and a Pope?
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Lampstands are also an image of the church: 1:20.

· What does the church do? 11:3

It is given power – St Polycarp’s is not dependent on the resources of its 100 members. The diocese of Sheffield is not dependent on the resources of its 18,000 members. The church in South Yorkshire not dependant on the resources of its 50,000 members

It prophesises

It is clothed in sackcloth. Instead of seeking earthly power it’s a picture of humility

It stands before the Lord:

· What happens to the church?

v: 4-6:  We are persecuted but protected

v: 7-10: We are killed and the world celebrates

v: 11-12: We are raised.


Time and again in Revelation Christians are protected through death.

What a comfort this is to the persecuted church.

(Used ‘we’ on purpose. Not ‘it’ – an institution Not ‘they’ – some other people)
But ‘we’.  We are the body of Christ.  When one suffers, all suffer;

Not just when one suffers locally, but also on the other side of the world.


4.  THE 7TH TRUMPET

Read v: 15-18.

Finally Judgment Day arrives.

In the Creed: ‘And He will come in GLORY to JUDGE the living and the dead and His KINGDOM will have no end.

· Judgment Day – Some are frightened and nervous.

But note: 
There is great JOY.



There is CELEBRATION and THANKSGIVING.

Why? v:15 because God reigns..


God always reigns in the sense that He controls the destiny of the world.

Revelation all about the conflict, the mess that is the reality of our world and often our lives. But Christians believe God will reign completely when Christ returns to begin the New heavens and the new earth.

· People get angry when you try to bring in justice:


In Columbia & Afghanistan people are killed when they try to stop the heroine & cocaine dealers.

Every improvement in Public Health brought  in is in the teeth of opposition:

- water, sanitation, recent health care reforms in USA, anti-smoking; because touching vested interests.

· But the time comes:

for JUDGING v: 18 - destroying those who destroy the earth – environment.


for REWARDING v: 18 – not just the Prophets, 

but also those who ‘reverence Your Name, both small and great.’

Isn’t that wonderful?

The ‘nobodies’:
 Us small people who reverence God.

We might be insignificant to the rich and powerful

But God will reward us.

CONCLUSION

· Natural break here.  Chapters 4-11 The battle here on earth




Chapter 12 onwards: The battle in heaven.  Autumn.

· Listen to Hallelujah Chorus while we meditate on a verse, through which God has spoken to us.
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