Revelation 4 & 5

Introduction

After the Russian Revolution in 1917, the Orthodox Church suffered greatly.  Bishops and Priests were executed or sent to labour camps in Siberia.

Churches were closed and made into museums.

It was dangerous even to tell your children about Jesus.  Even in 1960’s it was a risky thing to smuggle Bibles there.  Many must have asked ‘Why is God allowing this?’

Yet at the time of the Revolution in 1917, what was the church focussed on? ...


The suffering from the 1st World War?


No.


The injustices that led millions to die of starvation?
No.

... No, it was holding a debate on Liturgical colours.

God used the 70 years of Communism to purify His church.

John was writing Revelation about AD 95:

· A time of persecution under Emperor Domitian

· ‘Where is God in all this?’

1. A vision of the throne

4 v 2: The first thing John sees is the ‘throne in heaven with someone sitting on it’.

An amazing picture in v 3-5 of God on the throne of the universe:


‘Our God reigns.’


Not Emperor Domitian who was insisting that Roman Empire worshipped him.


Not Hitler or Stalin.


Nor are the bankers the ‘Masters of the Universe.’


God in His glory and majesty is.

v 6 – end.  Strange creatures)  worshipping God on the throne


       Elders                   )

Worship is a response to our vision of God.

You may know the song ‘Shout to the Lord’?





‘Mountains bow down and the sea will roar





at the sound of your Name ...





Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.’

It sounds as if someone wrote it on a spiritual high.

When Darlene Zsched wrote it, she was struggling:


her parents had divorced and she had had bulimia


she’d had a miscarriage and had 2 small children


her husband’s business was not going well.

She said ‘I could either scream and pull my hair out, or Praise God’.

Is Jesus simply IN my life or at the CENTREof my life?

Moaning, complaining that things ain’t what they used to be – signs that we ‘don’t believe God is on the throne.  ‘All things work together for who love God ...’

2. The Seals ( chapter 5)

SEALS = God’s redemptive plan until the end times:

· foreshadowed in the Old Testament

· full of writing on both sides; v 2.

John weeps because no one worthy to open the seals.  Then v 5


v 6 in a vision John sees what? Expect a Lion who would eat up evil in the world.  Instead ‘A Lamb’.  Evil conquered, not by force but by self-sacrifice


v 7 John’s vision was some 60 years after Christ’s death on the cross.  Through the vision a DEEPER UNDERSTANDING of what Christ did on the cross.

a) He ransomed for God people of every tribe, tongue, people and race.

b) He made us, the Church, a kingdom of priests who will reign on earth when Christ returns in glory...  when He creates New Heavens and a New Earth.

3. The Lamb

a) v. 7 Jesus took the scroll.

A picture of Jesus at His Ascension, receiving authority to rule the universe according to God’s eternal decree.

In the Creed – seated at the right hand of God.  God, the Father, governs the universe, through God the Son.

b) No sooner has Jesus taken the scroll, than He is taking the role of the King of the universe.  Then erupts a great burst of praise.

v 8 Creation and elders .... to v 9.

v 11 Millions of angels ...... to v 12

v 13 Every creature  ......... to 13 v 6.

Just look a little more carefully at this praise.  A help to us.

v 9: a lovely combination of the individual and the corporate significance of Christ’s death.

He died for me.

and also for people of every tribe and race.  (An antidote to ideas of racial superiority).

When Lord Shaftesbury introduced his bill prohibiting the employment of children under 10, and young women down the mines, he said ‘they were created by the same Maker, redeemed by the same Saviour and destined to the same immortality.’

Ephesians 1: v 21-11

Conclusion

The Lamb reigns.  Therefore believers need not fear in time of persecution, insecurity or worry.

