Revelation 7: 1 – 8:6

Introduction

· People have lots of different ideas about what happens to us after we die

- star in the sky

- talk to us every day

- families all together

- nothing – the end. 

 Funeral Director ‘All dressed up and nowhere to go’.

In Revelation there are several glimpses into what heaven is like, so let’s look at Chapter 7 and see what it says about this life, and the life of the age to come.

· Chapter 6: Opening of the Seals

As we come to the end of Chapter 6, it’s all ready to reach a climax.

But suddenly something else happens:

v2 – whole of Chapter 7, before final Seal is opened in Chapter 8.

1. The Sealing of 144,000

· Wonderful picture of putting ‘a Seal on the foreheads of the servants of God’ v.3

· Seals are used for different things: 
A’ Levels, University Degree = authenticity






   
Sheep/cattle = ownership/protection

God is putting His Seal of protection on believers.

We will face the same difficulties as the rest of the world, but God’s Seal on us.

· The question of 144,000:
    
 

JWs and some Christians take this literally.

Some difficulties with that:  

· By the time of Jesus there were no longer 12 Tribes.10 had disappeared.

· Jesus uses 12 Tribes as a picture of the whole people of God.

· [image: image1.emf]0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

Africa

AsiaEurope

Latin America North America

Oceania

1900

1970

1990

2000

2025

John does that too, later on in Revelation.


· Therefore most Commentators take it as meaning the whole people of God.

2. The Great Multitude

a) v. 9: People from every nation - The Growth of the Christian Church in the 20th Century: (Please take some moments to study this PowerPoint
· v. 9: White robes – such a powerful picture of the Grace of God, freely given.




Our lives are messy




but the blood of the Lamb cleanses us from all sin.




No wonder v. 10.

Saving private Ryan – 3 of 4 brothers had been killed in action after D-day in 1944. Group sent to rescue the 4th. They succeed, but at great cost. As the platoon commander lies dying he says to private Ryan “make your life count”. As we look at him, his face morphs into this older man. 30 years later he’s taken his wife, children and grandchildren back to his grave.

Lots of people have real difficulty with this: Think we’re good; don’t murder, don’t steal, don’t cheat, but until we recognise our need of forgiveness, we will never join in: v. 10.

· v10 What were they doing worshipping – expressing their gratitude to the one who has saved them. Part of our vision to deepen our worship. I would like to have a band playing. But I know it’s actually about something much deeper.

· v. 11: The elders see it all so much more clearly.

b) i)  ‘Come out of the great tribulation’: 

not so much protected from suffering as protected through suffering.

40th anniversary of St John’s College, Nottingham this week (where I trained to be a vicar). Tree in memory of a former student Archbishop Janani Luwum, murdered by Idi Amin, president of Uganda in 1977 Simple plaque ‘Faithful unto death’

b)  ii)  Wonderful promises of v. 16-17:

How wonderful! Think of all that the Church in the Sudan has gone through in the last 30 years.

Persecution from the North: Armed militia wanting it to join in the fight





  Famine – even some of its leaders died of starvation





  Churches worshipping in the shade of a tree.

Read v. 16, 17.

3. The 7th seal is opened.

Dramatic moment 8;1

‘The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him’ Habakkuk 2:20. 

A sense of awe before God and what he is doing. 

Do you stand is awe before God? 

I hope we do; if not we’re playing at religion. 

Playing with fire.

· incense with the prayers of all the saints.

prayers – that we offer – day by day at home and week by week here and in our small groups.

Incense rises up with them

To where? v4

To God – what a powerful reminder that God hears our prayers. They haven’t just hit the ceiling and returned

The creator of the universe has heard them. Doesn’t that encourage us to pray?

And then judgement comes. We will look at that next week.

Conclusion

People have lots of different ideas about heaven. The glimpse we get here is of something much richer,


much fuller



and much more real v16 – 17

If people have not learnt to worship God in this life




                   they will find heaven hell.

How important it is that we tell people that ‘Salvation belongs to our God’



How important it is that we are willing to learn how 

    ‘to give a reason for the hope that is within us’, rather than say I can’t

