Vision

Begin with a time of Worship. Read together psalm 19 and then continue.

As followers of Jesus we are committed not only to him but also to

· His church – Titus 2; 14

· The Mission of the church – John 20:21

· The renewal of the church, by the Word of God and the Spirit of God
What then is God’s vision for his church?

Where do we get this vision? From the church leader? 

How can we distinguish between God’s vision and our individual or collective wishes? 

How do we avoid being either a cultural ghetto (living in the past) or being so 21st century that we go along with the assumptions of the media and people around us?

Let’s look at a church that had been radically stirred by the Holy Spirit in Acts 2: 42 – 47.

Luke notes a number of characteristics

· A learning church v42

· A church which enjoys deep fellowship v44

· A church which cares for others v45

· A church which worships together v 46, 47a

· A church which shares it’s faith v 47b

Vision – a learning church

Perhaps surprisingly, Luke first focuses on instruction. 

What was the attitude of the early church? v42

They didn’t imagine that because they had the Spirit, they didn’t need the Apostles instruction. Jesus often called him the ‘Spirit of Truth’ John 16:13

1. How does this emphasis on instruction affect our approach to vision? How did Joshua combine ‘the promise of God and the now?’ Joshua 1: 1 - 3

2. How can we help one another to be ‘devoted to the apostles’ teaching?’ (Note Pastors do not feed the sheep; they take the sheep to good pasture. The sheep then feed themselves.)

3. What needs to change in us if we are to be submissive to the authority of scripture?

Reading the Bible

Bible reading notes are available from various sources.

As St Polycarp’s subscribes to “Sheffield Christian Education Council”, those marked with an * can be bought at a 25% discount. To order, ring SCEC on 0114 272 0455 and explain you are a member of St Polycarp’s Church.  You will need to collect your order from their office: Montgomery Hall, Surrey Street, S1 2LG.
If in doubt ask Patrick or Gill on 234 3450 or gillcoghlan@hotmail.co.uk
For Children and Young People:

*Scripture Union: committed to helping children, young people and their families know God's love, follow Jesus and meet God daily in His Word.

‘Connect with God every day’ (leaflet in Church Foyer) tells of

‘Daily Bread’

‘Closer to God’

‘Encounter with God’

‘Snap Shots’ Join kids across the world who are getting to know God better through Bible reading and prayer.

www.wordlive.org WordLive can help you experience the Bible in a new way. Podcasts, video, music, creative prayer, meditation and group study make WordLive engaging and easy to use. Updated everyday and available on your iPod, PC, or mobile WordLive is with you everywhere you go.

All the above from Scripture Union. Sign up to receive an emailed reading every day at www.scriptureunion.org.uk/2981.id  
 Also: ‘Word4u2day’ – for Young People.  Free copies in Church

For Adults:
*Tom Wright’s books: Guides for Everyone: eg ‘Luke for Everyone’.  

‘The WORD for today’ – for Adults & Older People.  Free copies in Church.  This follows the same Readings as the Young People’s ‘Word4u2day’.

* Any materials on the Wesley Owen Website. e.g. Twelve Step Devotionals - A reading chain of 84 Bible-based devotionals tied to the Twelve Steps of recovery and placed throughout the Bible. 
Travel to work by car/bus?
*Listening to the Bible MP3 player or CDs. NASB Audi Bible MP3 £12.75p 

www.faithcomesbyhearing.com there are some free sample downloads
Christian Literature Crusade Bookshop, 103 West Street Sheffield S1 have a good selection of materials.  Phone: 0114 272 4663.
Vision – Fellowship

(Please take this home with you –all to use for prayer and for some in small groups)
Begin with a time of Worship. Read together psalm 33 and then continue. 

Our new bishop Steven has said “The Diocese of Sheffield is called to grow a sustainable network of Christ-like, lively and diverse Christian communities in every place which are effective in making disciples and in seeking to transform our society and God’s world.”  

Our common fellowship is with God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

See 1 John 1 v 3 and 2 Corinthians 13 v 14.  

How does that affect our attitude towards fellowship?

Spending time together

Please read Act 2 v 44-47.

Can we arrange to share a meal together?

Can we each make a commitment to meet up for tea/coffee/drink with somebody in the wider church who we don’t know very well?

Openness

John 15 v 15-17.

How can we encourage one another to share our lives more with each other?

See also 1 John 1 v 5-7.

Dealing with difficulties

Read Colossians 3 v 7-11. What are some of the things we need to get rid of?

Read Colossians 3 v 12-14. How do we clothe ourselves?

Are we quick to forgive? How does our understanding of Jesus’ forgiveness of us inspire us to forgive one another? (The Lord’s Prayer)

Part of our life as a fellowship is serving others outside the church. We will be looking at this next week. 

From last week, please share in pairs how you are getting on with reading/listening to the Bible more?

  Vision- The Servant Church

Begin with a time of worship in word, in song and in prayer.

Read Isaiah 52 v 13 – 53 1-7

The cost of servant hood:

· share what this passage says about the cost of servant hood.
· Thinking about the call God makes on our lives to be His servants to each other and to the world – what would it cost us to fulfil that fully?
Jesus the Servant

Read Luke 4 16-22a

· How did Jesus fulfil His job description?

· What were the results of how he approached that call on His life

Me and You, the Servants 
· Share what aspect of being Christ’s servant is paramount in your life NOW

· Share ways we can be servants –within the Body and in the community

· What are the areas in desperate need of Christian service?

FINALLY – pray for each other and for those calls to service – by confirming the individual call and prioritising areas of need to be passed in for discussion and prayer during the week of prayer and on the away day.
Vision – Evangelism

Begin with a time of Worship. Read together Mark 9: 2 - 13 and then continue in praise and prayer.

Discussion

In what ways are you aware of the battle for the soul of Britain?

Please read Matthew 28 v 16-20

· What motivates you to share your love for Jesus with others?

· What prevents you from doing this?

· In what ways have you most enjoyed sharing your faith?

- who with?    where?    when?  how?  verbal/non verbal

· Are there ways that you know of that you would like to try? 

e.g. servant evangelism   / treasure hunting

· How can we encourage one another to take opportunities in our family, at work and in our neighbourhood to give ‘a reason for the hope that is within us?’ But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. 1 Peter 3:15

· How as a church can we get better at ‘teaching them to obey everything that Jesus commanded us’?

Please read 2 Corinthians 5 v 16 - 20

· How does being an Ambassador for Christ make you feel? 

· What does that say about the message we need to communicate?

· Paul wrote to Christians in Corinth ‘We implore you on Christ’s behalf; be reconciled to God.’ Are there issues in our lives that we need to deal with before God?

Vision – Evangelism

Begin with a time of Worship. Read together Mark 9: 2 - 13 and then continue in praise and prayer.

Discussion

In what ways are you aware of the battle for the soul of Britain?

Please read Matthew 28 v 16-20

· What motivates you to share your love for Jesus with others?

· What prevents you from doing this?

· In what ways have you most enjoyed sharing your faith?

- who with?    where?    when?  how?  verbal/non verbal

· Are there ways that you know of that you would like to try? 

e.g. servant evangelism   / treasure hunting

· How can we encourage one another to take opportunities in our family, at work and in our neighbourhood to give ‘a reason for the hope that is within us?’ But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. 1 Peter 3:15

· How as a church can we get better at ‘teaching them to obey everything that Jesus commanded us’?

Please read 2 Corinthians 5 v 16 - 20

· How does being an Ambassador for Christ make you feel? 

· What does that say about the message we need to communicate?

Paul wrote to Christians in Corinth ‘We implore you on Christ’s behalf; be reconciled to God.’ Are there issues in our lives that we need to deal with before God?

Vision – Worship

Begin with a time of Worship. Read together Philippians 2: 5 -11 and then continue 
 10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 

 13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 

. 24”God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  



John 4 verses 10, 13, 14 and 24

‘Worship is the overflowing of the heart to God.’

Worshiping in Spirit

1.
What sorts of things do our lives get filled up with?

Work? Family? Leisure? Church. 

2.
How can this ‘busyness’ affect our spirituality?

3.
How might group members get ‘filled up with Jesus’?

4.
Decide on a portion of scripture that everyone in the group  

can read and pray into over the week, then commit to talking it through at the next meeting.

5.
Ask God for a fresh anointing of his Holy Spirit. Pray for each person in the group.

Worshiping in Truth
1.
How honest are we about our ‘spiritual health’ with:


God? Ourselves? Each other?

2.
Do we each have someone who we can be accountable to?

3.
Try to decide on someone you could ask to take on this role.

4.
We know we have to pray, read the Bible and worship at a personal level. How good are we at this? What are the difficulties? How could we get better at this?

5.
Could we ‘practise’ worshiping during the week so that our corporate worship is enriched?

Vision – Worship

Begin with a time of Worship. Read together Philippians 2: 5 -11 and then continue 
 10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 

 13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 

. 24”God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  



John 4 verses 10, 13, 14 and 24

‘Worship is the overflowing of the heart to God.’

Worshiping in Spirit

1.
What sorts of things do our lives get filled up with?

Work? Family? Leisure? Church..? 

2.
How can this ‘busyness’ affect our spirituality?

3.
How might group members get ‘filled up with Jesus’?

4.
Decide on a portion of scripture that everyone in the group  

can read and pray into over the week, then commit to talking it through at the next meeting.

5.
Ask God for a fresh anointing of his Holy Spirit. Pray for each person in the group.

Worshiping in Truth
1.
How honest are we about our ‘spiritual health’ with:


God? Ourselves? Each other?

2.
Do we each have someone who we can be accountable to?

3.
Try to decide on someone you could ask to take on this role.

4.
We know we have to pray, read the Bible and worship at a personal level. How good are we at this? What are the difficulties? How could we get better at this?

5.
Could we ‘practise’ worshiping during the week so that our corporate worship is enriched?
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