Vision 2- A church which enjoys deep fellowship.

Friends one the most popular programmes of the 90’s you can still see repeats. One of the actors was asked why he thought it was such a success. @It’s a fantasy. – Most people would like to have a group of friends like that. Who at tough times are ‘there for you.’

I believe we yearn for that kind of relationship because we are made in the image of the Triune God – the God who is love, the God who is living in relation is at the heart of the universe.

When I was training to be a vicar in the early 70’s I saw a short film about a church in Houston Texas, which had developed a community life. A group from there had come over to England and were based in a church in Coventry. I spent a weekend with them. 24 people, adults and children living in a 4 bed roomed bungalow. When they arrived someone put up a notice ‘The real test’. Yet out of that Community came the amazing music of the Fisherfolk.

Later that community moved to larger premises in Post Green, Lychett Minister, Dorset and is still there. Now longer the excitement of a new thing, but 40 year old community. Their website says

When we live in communion the risen Christ is a palpable presence among us, all the more powerful because of its many sidedness and ordinariness. There is, in community, something intrinsic to the nature of the church. What is revealed is the truly organic nature of the Body of Christ.... If one part suffers, all suffer. If one rejoices, all rejoice.. The Body of Christ is a living organism, called as one to worship God and to live to the praise of his glory. That is what community teaches us and witnesses to. To live in community is to explore the mystery of the church.

As a church we cannot compete with the world in terms of technology, the quality of our advertising our buildings being state of the art. But we can offer a quality of community that can be found now where else. And people are hungry for community.

The top 5 problems on the problem pages of the magazines are 

1. Loneliness

2. Isolation

3. Loneliness in a relationship

4. Loneliness – following breakdown of a relationship/ marriage

5. Loneliness – because you’ve just moved

How then can we deepen our fellowship with one another? How can we become more like the church in Acts 2?

44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people

I want us to look at 3 things – the time we spend together. Our openness to one another. What do we do when it all goes ‘pear shaped’ i.e. how do we deal with difficulties.

Time Together

There is enormous pressure on our time for many of us. So how on earth can we spend more time together? Acts 2: 46 gives us a clue. They ate meals together. Companion literally means ‘eating bread with’. My godson grew up at St Thomas’ Wonderful Junior church. Excellent youth groups. But when I asked him what had helped him most to stay faithful to Jesus through his teenage years he immediately said Wednesday night meals. His parent fellowship group ate together every Wednesday evening about 6 pm. Then either Mum or Dad would take the children off to bed/ homework and the rest would stay together to pray and study the bible. Often go on walks, or outings to the seaside. It was sharing in that life together, which included some non-Christian husbands that kept him faithful to Jesus.

If you’re not in a small group you can still meet with others for a meal, for tea /coffee, or even go for a drink at the pub. I would like to encourage 

· Every cell group to arrange to have a meal together before your normal meeting time

· Everyone to meet up with someone you don’t know very well in St Poly’s for a meal or a drink.  Don’t wait for someone to organise this for you.

Proverbs 17: 17 A friend loves at all times, a brother is born for adversity.

Openness

Spending time with one another is good, but it’s only one part. There needs to be openness too. John 15: 15. Jesus shared his life with his disciples. Love involves openness. And that means we sometimes get hurt. It is always the people we love most who hurt us the most. So if we’ve had bad experiences in the past we can hold back. But John 15; 17. Love is a holy calling. Something we need to grow in.

Cards from week of prayer

· Take an interest in what others are doing

· It’s a church of the generations

· Trust each other

· Listen to each other

· Encourage each other

· Bless each other, pray for each other

· Trodden toes are rarely fatal

· Men and women often do fellowship differently, for example an older widower comforted a recently widowed man, by working together at a painting/repairing project within their church.  They shared as they worked. 

One of the characteristics of the East African revival in the 1940’s, which bears fruit to this day, is ‘Walking in the Light’ 1 John 1: 5 –7. (read).

· If we are to have real fellowship with one another we need to be open before God. v7

· We can so easily con ourselves v8. 

· We need to be honest with ourselves v9

· His word hasn’t taken root in our lives if we’re not real about confession. v 10. That’s why we have a confession in every service. But it’s no good just saying the words. Those words are only real if we really do confess stuff that is going on.

Dealing with difficulties

I think we’re a bit like hedgehogs. It’s fine when we are a distance from one another. But get close and ouch!  We need to change ourselves, but and it’s a big but we also need to help one another to change.

Helping others to change:

When there are upsets there are 2 common reactions.

Either we go off in a huff, refuse to say what’s wrong, and in some cases move church.

Or, we moan to everyone else, but never say anything to the person concerned. What does Jesus say we are to do when these upsets happen?

Matthew 18:15

When people say ‘I love X too much to tell them their faults’ I really mean ‘I love myself too much to go to the trouble’

Changing ourselves:

Let’s look at Col 3 page

v9 Don’t lie to each other

v11 Prejudice, superiority

Gossip.  Proverbs has some wonderful insight into this:  

· Proverbs 18:8 ‘words of a gossip like choice morsels’ 

· 16:28 gossip separates good friends

· and 26:20 without gossip a quarrel dies down.

And then we are to put on some things. Paul uses the illustration of getting dressed. We choose what we’re going to wear. It doesn’t get put on us. We deliberately put it on. (Put on pullover)

v12

v13 bear and forbear 9 (forgive) Joke re hikers in Yellowstone National Park who come across a grisly bear. One puts on trainers. His mate says ‘that’s a waste of time. You’ll never outrun the bear’. ‘I don’t have to. I’ve only got to outrun you!’

v14 Love – love covers a multitude of sins

Conclusion

· Some good bits of fellowship at St Polys.

· But need a greater vision: a vision that is caught up in our fellowship with God himself.

· Really do need to get better in dealing in a Christian way with the difficulties that inevitably occur.

Time of Confession: 1 John 1:5-7.

