Vision 3 – The Serving Church
I start session 3 of our sermons helping us to explore God’s vision for St Polycarp’s Church over the next few years by listening to the job description Jesus gave to himself right t the start of his earthly ministry. 
READING 1:

Luke 4  v 16-22 a





Tracey
This is our God the servant king – he calls us now to follow Him – to bring our lives as a daily offering of worship to the servant King.”

Jesus declared from the very beginning that he had come and had been sent by His Father to preach good news yes, but to serve, to bring healing, forgiveness, release to those in captivity, to set free the oppressed – to serve mankind –

“so let us learn how to serve, and in our lives enthrone him, each others need to prefer, for it is Christ were serving”
How often do we sing our hymns and our songs but actually we ignore what the words say or we simply say in our heads – you’ve got to be joking!

Do we really want to learn what service means – because to serve in its fullest sense, to serve as Jesus served is demanding, painful, dangerous, time consuming and of course can lead to death – perhaps we should have a sign on the door which says 

‘Be warned – to enter this place and to allow God into your hearts can cause death’ – but to be fair we should add – ‘ but you will inherit eternal life if you are willing to follow me and serve my people’

We bring our lives as a daily offering of worship to the servant King – his life was a life of service which glorified His father – our challenge is to learn how to live our lives as that very act of worship responding to the service to which each is called. 

John Stott in his book  ‘The Living Church’ sums up the chapter on servanthood with these words:

“All Christians are called to ministry. Because we are followers of him who said he had come not to be served but to serve, it is inconceivable that we should live our lives in any other way than in ministry or service. But there is a wide diversity of gifts, callings and ministries we have to discover ours’ Both Paul and  Luke teach what is called the ‘every member ministry of the body of Christ’
Jesus’ life was to serve and as he served so he showed obedience to His father and his life , his whole life, by his obedience and His ministry to serve and to be served, brought glory and praise to His father  – . The life of Jesus, as we reflect on it, is that of a life of worship in all aspects. I believe that the call on our lives is exactly the same – we are called to live out our lives in such a way that every act, every move, every thought, every encounter, every waking moment is given back to God as a sacrifice – to offer back, though our lives and our lifestyles, ourselves as an act of worship.- I know that God has each of us in his heart and to each of us he gives us a specific service he calls each of us to undertake - To fulfill that service  we become instruments of worship by our willingness, our desire, our passion to serve others in that God given way.

MOAN OF THE DAY – I believe that we have lost sight of our whole life being a daily act of worship. I believe that we do not see our life and what we do and say, think or speak, constitute worship – but I believe that was one of the strengths of the earliest Church and it was the truth that underpinned Jesus’ job description we have heard – all he did was aimed at fulfilling that life charter and his life was offered up as daily worship as he sought to fulfill that life plan given by God – so his words, his thoughts, his actions, his relationships, his traveling, his challenging of the Pharisees, the call of the disciples, his prayer time with the Father , his times of sharing food, the tears of anger shed at the tomb of Lazarus, his compassion for the sick, the willingness to stride fearlessly into the leper colonies, the acceptance of food at the house of a tax collector, his time spent the synagogues, his anger as he cleansed them, his head bowed but unbroken spirit as the scourged, the almost sense of pride in his obedience as he wore the crown of thorns, his walk up to Calvary and the hammering of the nails, the pain and the anguish were all part of a life given in service to the people and as an act of worship to the Father. – and that is the very same call God places on each of us as we learn how to serve and not expect to be served.
I have to say that is gets right up my nose when Patrick says:

“I’ll now ask Tim to lead us in worship” – why ? because we are, or should be already worshipping by being where we are who we are and what we are, by reading the Bible, by greeting each other with the love of Christ burning in us for our brother or sister –and by being that servant which God calls us to be. from the moment we woke to the moment Tim picks up his guitar we are already worshipping, or should be, worshipping God – yes – to say – I

“I’ll now ask Tim to lead us in worship in song” – but I wish we could stop inviting Tim to do something he cannot do!

And when we say – Oh the worship was great this morning – do we mean the singing was fantastic or do we mean that the whole 11/2 hours was so filled with awe and wonder, with joy and love and passion that we were in God’s presence all that time fulfilling what he calls us into is great! Surely as Christians we do not come along to have our tummies tickled and go out feeling great, but we come to serve each other, to bring before God our week’ worship 
Away with the noise of your songs! 
       I will not listen to the music of your harps. 

 24 But let justice roll on like a river, 
       righteousness like a never-failing stream! Amos 5 23-24

Andy Flannagan gives a more up date paraphrase-

“I hate your festivals. I cannot stand your worship events. Even though there are thousands of people, and the PA could cause earthquake, I will not accept them. Even though the band is fantastic, the organist is incredible and you have the best worship leader in the land, I have no regard for them. Do you think I care who sells most CD’s.Do you think I care what the cool new song is? Away with this individualised, feel good soundtrack of i pod worship. I am listening to another channel. Its called Justice and Righteousness and its arriving on a broadband connection wider than you can ever imagine. hats what I  want to hear. I know when someone is playing my song.”
Are we playing God’ song ? We know from what Jesus stated he had come to do what was on the heart of the Father – and it should be the same on our hearts. Its only when we burn with passion for the lost, the rejected, the hurting, the damaged, the fearful will we move away from the plethora of modern inward looking songs  and self centered worship ,as worship to sing songs, to react to and with those who are marginalized, when we really become servants of each other and servants within the world  will we live the lives of worship which will bring blessing to the least in the world in the name of the great servant Jesus
Are we prepared to wash each others feet – are we prepared to wash our neighbors ? are we prepared to stoop and bless the smelly, the dirty, the druggie, the rapist, the alcoholic – or do we only worship by singing songs which are nice and by serving each other as long as it costs nowt, requires nowt and in the end does now
 And at the heart of this is the way we serve each other and serve the community in which we live and work and even greater than this how we serve the rest of God’s creation..
So the earliest Christian community met to receive teaching, and as they did so they grew in fellowship happily sharing food and holding all things in common – and the apostles continued, empowered by the Spirit to show God’s power through many signs and wonders.- service was the response to the teaching and the deepening fellowship service to each other and those around.
I feel it is safe to assume that these signs and wonders involved those whose needs were identified and the apostles were able to continue the work of Jesus by healing, by raising the dead , by controlling nature – they carried on His work- and I assume that these were probably amongst those who were not necessarily members of this new body of faith. The needs of those around, those in the local community were met by the miraculous and by power – where does the Church serve in power and with miracle –where do we stand firm on the teaching of the Gospel and proclaim it into the deeds words and actions as we stand as the people of God , with other Christian families and we challenge our city council, our government, our neighbourhood forums. We have to be the champions for the marginalised because no one else will do it , not from a position of ‘its my job to see to that stuff’ but from a position of Heavenly Blessing because we are fulfilling our call to serve.
To challenge our leaders by post, by responding to petitions, to sending back the postcards Patrick asked to consider and fill out, to engage in world debate – that is service – and above all to pray and pray and pray into those situation where there is suffering so acute and so vile that we are forced to weep at what we do to each other. But tears are not enough – service is an active and demanding call.
Within the rapidly expanding body of the earliest Church  the needs of the family would become clear – poverty, sickness, loneliness, fear, homelessness – the everyday state of people today as then – and here we see the servant heart of the body  at work – they cared for each other.

VAL _ SOUP RUN- Church’s involvement with the alchoholics,drug addicts,homeless in the Sheffield city centre – how it all began, who goes, what impact has this had on those who serve

 And as in all communities issues arose in the earliest Church which had to be resolved

 1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."  
The needs of the family were addressed and people were appointed to serve those needs.

The work of the 7 was in no way inferior to the work of the apostles, but it was servanthood based on need and gifting. To ensure that the widows and poor were cared for was equally of God and equally a way of worshipping God as preaching and teaching and performing the miraculous. Each was as necessary as the other in proclaiming both God’s love and his call on their lives.

TONY + THERESA – Poly’s people – serving a sector of this community- those over 55 year olds who enjoy fellowship and fun together – how it started, who comes, what has been the impact on T+T and their team
As  we consider being servants to each other in this family – we are pretty good – those who make coffee serve us, the church cleaners serve us, Alan serves us by setting the heating, the musicians and when I hit the right notes on the organ serve us, the readers serve us the preachers serve us, the plant team serve us, we are servants to each other in our fellowship groups, inn our work and play together. We were marvelously served last evening by the musicians nib the band, by those who prepared Church, those who cleaned up and those who serve our food – the list is endless.

But we also have to look deeper- there should be no none here who says they are lonely – a really sad reflection some time ago when one of the body said she was unable to attend a social function because she was on her own and we were all with partners – NO we are all ONE BODY BROTHERS and SISTERS . To break that mode of thought would be a real act of servant hood – to give a single person the confidence in our love for her that partner or not she is family There should be none in this family short of cash – and it is a two way process – we need the insight of Jesus and the person inn need needs the trust to say – hey brother I need a few quid.
None should be suffering alone with illness or bereavement – again we need to know but we also need the heart and eyes of Jesus.

None should face death in this family alone – we should be together from birth to death and our lives should reflect our desire to serve each other in all things – even as we face that final journey home.
Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify you father who is in heaven.’
And in the world around – 

What did Jesus do? He took action – he went into battle- He looked with compassion, he mixed with sinners, he chastised those in error, he stood up for those who were in dire need, he pleaded the cause of the poor, the naked and the homeless. He served – and he served in full knowledge that his commission was being fulfilled – and this is our role model.
A Servant's Prayer 

Make me a servant, Lord. 
Give me a servant's eyes,
Able to see the slightest needs of those around me. 
Let me have a servant's ears,
Tuned to detect the softest cry of help from the lowliest person. 
Give me a servant's voice,
One which speaks words of comfort and cheer to those in despair. 
Give me a servant's hands,
Let them be tough enough for hard work and tender enough to touch a crying child. 
Make my back a servant's back, Lord,
Strong enough to bear both my own and the burdens of others. 
Let me have a servant's knees,
Let them be flexible enough to bend to the lowliest task and to pray. 
Give me a servant's feet,
Let them be quick to take me where I can do the greatest good for the weary pilgrim, 
My lowly brother and my broken hearted sister. 
And Lord, most of all, give me a servant's heart,
Because with that, Lord, the rest will come in due time. 
There is no better way to end a sermon on the serving Church, the people of God serving those both in the fellowship and those outside – and how important – how urgent it is to learn how to be that servant: 
GOSPEL    Matthew 25     31-46

Amen

