Welcome: This is a story that actually happened. Want to give everyone an opportunity to see it. Introduce Leaders. Others helping with crafts.

NARRATIONS

Narration 1. End of temple scene.  Please sit down.
Jesus had made a mark on the temple. He showed his passion for justice, his concern for the poor, who were being taken advantage of by the traders. Then he left the temple and travelled with his disciples to a place called Bethany outside of the city of Jerusalem where they spent the night. He returned to the temple on numerous occasions later in the week. Jesus was teaching and healing the sick. This angered the authorities who thought of Jesus as a dangerous upstart and a threat to their authority. They made up their minds that Jesus must be got rid of. On one occasion when Jesus was teaching the chief priests and the elders came to him. 

“By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked him.

Jesus answered them with a question that they could not answer.

The more good Jesus did the more it seemed to annoy the authorities. They watched and they waited determined that somehow Jesus would be arrested. 

How this came about you will all shortly find out but first we are going to ask for Class …….. to go with their teacher to the church hall to do some craft work. Class….. will remain in church to hear the rest of the Easter story. Class ….. will return to us later and change places with Class…..(play suitable music)

Narration continued after first class leaves.

Who can tell me what feast was being celebrated by the Jewish people at this time?

That’s right it was the feast of Unleavened Bread or the Passover. We have already heard how the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus. One of Jesus disciples, a man named Judas Iscariot, went to the authorities and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give him some money. Thirty pieces of silver. Judas agreed and waited for an opportunity to betray Jesus.

We are now going to take part in the Passover meal. We will need some disciples to sit with Jesus around the meal and the rest of us will sit in front.

OVER TO 

Narration 2 End of Passover

After the Passover meal Jesus and his disciples went to the Mount of Olives to a garden called Gethsemane. We will now go over to the garden scene and discover what happened to Jesus next.

OVER TO 
Video clip. Then leader of this scene will do a short drama with the kids

Narration 3 End of Gethsemane scene

After Jesus had been arrested Jesus was taken to the governor a man named Pontius Pilate.

“Don’t you hear what people are saying about you?” he asked Jesus. Jesus said not a word in his own defence. Pilate discovered that Jesus was from Galilee. Therefore he fell under the rule of King Herod. So Jesus was sent to see him. Herod was at first quite pleased to see Jesus. He was expecting to see him perform a few miracles for him.  It was the governor’s custom at time of the Passover to release a prisoner. He allowed the crowd to choose between Jesus and a convicted thief called Barabas. The crowd chose Barabas. Pontius Pilate’s wife came to him and said that she had been having a terrible dream that Pilate should have nothing to do with the death of the man Jesus. But the mood of the crowd was so strong that Pilate said he washed his hands of the situation. This meant he did not want to be blamed for the death of Jesus. He ordered that Jesus was to be flogged. Then he handed him over to be crucified.

We will now move over to the cross and learn what happened at the death of Jesus.

OVER TO leader dressed as a Roman Centurion

The session will finish with music.

Explain at this point that there will be a drink and a change over of activity or that the other group will be coming back to join them.

Narration 4. The Resurrection   

After Jesus had died a man named Joseph from a place called Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus so that he may bury him properly. He was a  good and honest man who would not be party to the death of Jesus. So he took the body from the cross and wrapped it in a linen sheet. The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb, which was like a cave cut out of the rock, and how Jesus’ body was laid in 

it. A very large and very heavy stone was rolled over the entrance to the tomb. The next day was the Sabbath a day of rest when no work was done. So the women went to the tomb on the first day of the week, very early in the morning. They were coming to the tomb hoping to be able to put oils and special spices on the dead body of Jesus.

(Enter two women carrying spice jars)

When the woman got to the tomb they were surprised to see that the heavy stone had been rolled away. They rushed toward the tomb and peered inside.

(The women do)

Instead of the body of Jesus they saw two men their clothes gleaming like lightening.

In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground.( The women do so)

The men said to them. “Do not look for the living among the dead. He is not here. He is risen! Remember how he told you he would. 

Jesus had told them that he would be handed over to men who would crucify him but on the third day he would rise from death. The women looked at each other remembering his words. They ran from the tomb to tell the rest of Jesus’ followers what had happened.

(The two women turn to children and shout, “Jesus is Risen!”) Jesus appears

Christians believe that Jesus defeated death and rose from the grave. It tells us in the bible that lots of people saw Jesus again after he had risen. On some occasions many hundreds of people.

Imagine how those people must have felt. They had been so sad and frightened when they thought that Jesus was gone forever. To see him alive was the very best thing that could have happened. It must have felt like being at the best party ever. Imagine how they must have celebrated. Lets sing together the song that you have learned in school. ( Do so)  

Dismissal

We hope that you have enjoyed being with us today at Saint Polycarps it has been lovely to see you all. As a little reminder of your time with us we would like each of you to take away a bracelet with the colours of the Easter Story that will remind you of the things you have learned today. Show example. Explain the colours. Please collect yours from the people at the back of church. (Two people to distribute bracelets to each child as they go through the doors) Explain craftwork will be given out by teachers at school.  
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